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Resolve,  The Mayor and City Council of Hallowell request that the Commissioner of the Maine Department of Transportation give the highest priority to assessing the feasibility of reconstructing Water Street in downtown Hallowell through a collaborative process where City officials will participate and even lead public participation efforts as appropriate.
By the City Council of Hallowell:

RESOLVED

Whereas,  the Maine Department of Transportation (MaineDOT) is responsible for the safe and efficient travel of vehicles and for pedestrian safety on the state-owned section of U.S. Route 201, known as Water Street, that runs through downtown Hallowell; and 
Whereas,  Water Street has not been reconstructed  in almost 100 years; and
Whereas, the underground stormwater pipes are undersized and some are made of clay  or  granite boxes that are 75-100 years old;  and
Whereas,  the numerous overlays have created an elevated crown in the center of the road that causes serious plowing problems for the City’s public works department, a hazardous parking situation on the east side of Water Street, and a safety issue for pedestrians walking from the east to west side of Water Street; and
Whereas, the City’s economic vitality is tied directly to this main thoroughfare that intersects its downtown:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

HALLOWELL THAT the City of Hallowell hereby strongly supports that the MaineDOTconduct an immediate assessment of Water Street and begin a feasibility process for the reconstruction of the same which would be given the highest priority on Maine DOT’s FY 2014-15 Capital Work Plan. To help make this effort successful, Hallowell officials will participate as fully as practical, including but not limited to, introducing this study as a City-initiated and supported effort throughout the public process.  Hallowell officials understand that this effort will need to be compliant with all appropriate state and federal legal requirements.  Hallowell officials also understand that some aspects of a reconstruction project, primarily outside the highway curb, could require the City’s financial participation.
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